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FROM THE DIRECTOR 
March Madness typically means loads of 
basketball games, brackets, and a hot 
mess of traffic around the Kohl Center.  
This year is different for us all and March 
means different things to each of us.  
March Madness at Bernie’s means City 
and National Accreditation, Licensing 
Renewal, and enrollment time! Please 
submit your completed forms into my 
mailbox by the 15th (yellow summer 
contracts) and 31st (orange fall 
contracts).  Please circle contract length 
for the fall contracts (either 9 month or 12 
month), complete arrival and departure 
times, and include your family status 
with the University.  Thanks for meeting 
these deadlines (or sooner) and, as 
always, if you have questions about 
signing a contract, please see Amy for 
clarification.  Just a note:  If you are 
continuing to attend, you do not need to 
pay a deposit.  If you are leaving for the 
summer, you need to pay a $50 
registration fee and the first week of fall 
tuition to hold a spot for your child.  If 
this is difficult for your family, see Amy. 

 
********************************** 
 
 

Hello:  We welcome Slyvie and 
family to Evergreen.   
Good-bye:  We say good-bye to 
Eladio, Chang, and Vivian S. this 
month.  Best of luck in 
Kindergarten. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 
March 
15:  Summer contracts are due.  
29:  Early Closure 
31:  Fall contracts are due. 
APRIL 
2:  Center Closed all day 
______________________________
Transitions 
All families have received either summer or fall 
contracts, or both, for securing your place at 
Bernie’s this summer or next fall.  Some children 
will be shifting to a new classroom (Baby 
Bernie’s to the Evergreen room, or from the 
Evergreen Room to the Maple Room, or from 
Maple to Oak).  If you have questions about this, 
please let Amy know.  Also, discuss transitions 
with your child’s current teacher to begin 
preparing everyone for the change ahead.  
Summer contracts are due no later than March 
15th.  Fall contracts are due no later than March 
31stt.  If you previously signed a 12 month 
contract, you will not receive a summer contract.  
And, if your child is currently in 4K, you will not 
receive a contract for fall (I hate this part!).  
Thanks. 
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TAX TIME: 
Our federal ID# is 39-1357565.  This is often 
needed for tax purposes.  Happy filing! 

 
Early release:  March29th 
Baby Bernie’s closes at 12:30pm 

All other rooms close at 1pm 

 
4K INFORMATION 
Anyone who has a child in our program who 
will be enrolled in 4K this fall will need to 
enroll in 4K through MMSD.  If you have 
questions about enrollment, please see Amy! 

About 4K: 
Often, parents have the idea that 4K will look 
different than our regular PreK programming.  
While there are some differences in 
conference times and reports, our 
educational program does not alter greatly.  
Children are grouped with one of our 4K 
certified teachers (Michelle and Becky) with a 
group size of 8 children.  4K kids participate 
in story and calendar time, they eat breakfast 
together as a group, and then have teacher 
or child initiated activities which are followed 
by free choice time.  The teachers continue 
to observe children for ideas on curricula 
and experiences that interest and challenge 
children.   And, there are opportunities for 
extended projects in their classroom, with 
space to save and add on to work that 
sustains interest.  The program concludes 
with outside time.  The hours for 4K are from 
9am-11:40am, at Bernie’s. 

About tuition: 
You will sign a contract with Bernie’s, just as 
you have in the past.  You will continue to be 
billed for your contracted amount on a 
monthly basis.  Each 4K child receives a 
rebate of $1000 annually, and this is applied 
to your tuition.  From September-December 
(4 months), your 4K rebate is $500.  From 
January-May (5 months), your 4K rebate is 
$500.  Reimbursements typically arrive in 
October and March, and your accounts will 
reflect this payment when received.    If there 
are ever questions about an invoice, please 
see Amy.   

 
 
*(Repeat of a post from last year) 
Safety First 
#1) Every Bernie’s family has requested a 
specific number of access cards for entry 
into the building.  It is the director’s 
responsibility to request access for these 
cards to be activated or revoked.  
Revocation of access can sometimes 
come when there is a family issue that 
other center families will not know about.  
It is best practice to never open a door to 
anyone, regardless if you know this 
person personally or by sight.  If a 
parent, grandparent, friend of the family 
or alternate care provider comes to the 
front door without an access card, please 
do not assume that they should be 
allowed access to the building. Rather, 
tell that person that you will find a staff 
member to come meet them.  Someone 
will always come to the door to allow 
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access or find out their reason for being 
at the center.  Prospective parents who 
are here for a tour have all been asked to 
ring the doorbell and wait for me to let 
them in.  And, we also have physical 
plant visitors who need to show badges 
in order to gain access to different parts 
of the building.  So, please know that 
there are procedures in place to help with 
access safety.  And, please follow these 
procedures. 

_________________________ 
Safety First  
#2)  Children staying with 
parents! 
The process of signing a child in and out 
of the center has and always will be the 
responsibility of the person bringing the 
child to or collecting the child from the 
center.  Recently we have had a few 
instances of children walking around the 
center without an adult and this is not 
safe for anyone.  Please make certain 
that you are escorting your child to the 
proper classroom, that you (the parent) 
are opening doors, and your child is 
leaving with you.  Children should always 
remain with a parent.  If you are engaged 
in a conversation with a teacher, please 
keep your child in sight.  This is a 
licensing regulation and we rely on 
parents to follow this procedure.    

 

 
 

QUOTES FROM BERNIE’S KIDS 
 

Maisy:  “Hi, Jeanne.  I’m a witch!” 
______________________________ 
 
Theo Chin:  “I got THICK milk 
today!” 
______________________________ 
 
Ellie:  “Nay Nay Baby!  Nay Nay 
Baby!” 
_____________________________ 
DID YOU KNOW? 
(New Section meant to remind 
parents of center policies) 
In the event of a crisis in which off-
site evacuation is necessary, 
Bernie’s Place will relocate to UW 
Housing Apartment Services, 2902 
Haight Road, Madison, WI 53705.  
Our alternate site is Shorewood 
Elementary School.  These 
buildings will be used in a crisis 
situation unless otherwise 
instructed by Emergency 
Personnel.  NOW YOU KNOW! 
 


