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Bernie’s Newsletter 
September  2019 

FROM THE DIRECTOR 
Welcome to Bernie’s!  Thanks again to all 
families who took time from the end of 
summer, school shopping, and an 
already busy schedule to attend our Ice 
Cream Social and Back to School nights 
and open houses.  A great amount of 
information was shared and we hope that 
you were able to find answers to all of 
your questions.  Thanks so much for 
being part of our center, and part of our 
community.  Please let us know your 
questions, observations, needs, and 
wants.  You are a valued part of our 
community. 
********************************* 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

September: 

2:  Closed for Labor Day 

9:  Coffee/Tea Sale begins! 

21:  Parent Night Out 

23:  Bernie’s closes early.  

28: Parent Workday and Tailgate 
Party! 
Workday begins at 9am 

Tailgate starts at 12! 

************************************** 

 

 

Center Hours 
Baby Bernie’s:  7:30am-12:30/5:30pm.  

Two Year Old Room and PreK Program: 
7:00am-1:00/5:45pm. 

Any family who is here at Bernie’s after 
these times is considered late in leaving 
the center and will be charged a late fee. 
If you are wanting to discuss your child’s 
day with a teacher, please arrive in plenty 
of time to have those conversations. 
Please understand that each teacher has 
a long list of tasks to complete to 
properly close a classroom.  Late pick- 
ups disrupt their already tight schedules. 
Thanks for your cooperation in this.  Our 
first early closure is on September 23rd, 
and all families need to leave by the 
morning closure time.  (12:30pm for Baby 
Bernie’s and 1pm for all other rooms). 
PLEASE don’t be late.  We begin our staff 
meeting right at 1pm and if families are 
late, this takes away from our meeting 
times. 
Coffee and Tea Sale! 
Coffee and tea orders are taken from 
Monday, Sept 9th through Friday, 
September 20th.    Delivery should be by 
Friday, September 27th.  It will be placed 
in or above your child’s cubby or in the 
front hall.  Thanks for your participation 
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in this event.  The next order will be in 
October. 
 

FRONT DOOR ACCESS 

Q:  How do I get access to the front 
door? 

A:  With a Wiscard or access card.  

Q:  How do I get one? 

A:  If you currently have a Wiscard, 
inform Amy and she will have your name 
added to an approved access list. 

If you do not have a Wiscard, you will 
need to get an access card.  You do this 
by going to the Access Office at the UW 
Police Department at 1429 Monroe Street 
and ask for an access card for Bernie’s 
Place.  There is a $16 fee involved in this 
process and you will be asked to 
produce a photo ID.  Anyone who wants 
access to the building will need to 
purchase a card.  There is a doorbell at 
the front of the building but we cannot 
guarantee that someone will always be 
able to meet you at the door.  So, please 
let Amy know if you have other family 
members/babysitters/etc. who will need a 
card and that person’s name can be 
added to the access list.  

 

Family Photo Wall 

Each classroom would like to display a 
family photo from each child.  Children 
love to look up throughout the day and 
see their family members smiling at 

them.  Please send a photo or series of 
photos from your family to display in 
classrooms.  Thanks! 

 

 

Forms, Forms, Forms! 
I have sent many forms your way and have 
received some of them back.  Please look in your 
parent mailbox in the front vestibule for the 
following forms 

1-CACFP application 

2-CACFP schedule 

3- Email address form 

4-ASQ-3 and ASQ-SE forms 

5-Health report/immunization record 

6-Forms with missing/incomplete information 

Complete these forms and return to 
Amy’s mail basket outside her office.  

 
Board Elections: 
We need parents to run for the open 
positions on our Board of Directors.  The 
positions available are Parent Liaison, 
Co-Treasurer, and Fundraising 
Coordinator.  Once these positions are 
filled in October, we will have a fully 
running board.  This means . . . WE NEED 
YOU!  Serving on the board greatly 
benefits our center and its on-going 
operations.  Please consider filling one of 
these open positions.  Ask Amy about 
the board and how you might help. 
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Thanks for your consideration in this 
request.  We need you!!! 

 

 

 

 

PARENT WORKDAY AND 
TAILGATE! 

 

Yes, you read this correctly!  We 
will have a workday on September 
28th, beginning at 9am.  Grills will 
be fired up at 11:30am and a 
tailgate will follow. Brats, hotdogs, 
and buns are provided by the 
center and we ask that you bring a 
dish to share with the other 
families.  Mark your calendar now. 
We will need plenty of help with 
painting, cleaning, sorting, etc. 
And, then the fun begins.  A sign 
up form will be posted soon. 
Come help in the morning, 
bring your family for lunch, 
and meet other center families! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CCTAP AND AIM RECIPIENTS 

As soon as you receive your fall 
CCTAP award letter, please print or 
forward a copy to Amy.  At that 
time, a semester payment plan can 
be set for you.  When your invoice 
is available, please get this to Amy 
as soon as possible for 
processing.  Bernie’s allows your 
tuition account to carry this 
receivable, but it is important to 
receive these payments in a timely 
fashion.  Thanks for your attention 
to this.  If you have questions 
about CCTAP, AIM, or your tuition 
account, please see Amy. 

 

Staffing:  We recently booted Sara 
O’Brien out the door (meaning we 
had a tearful goodbye as we sang 
happy last day to our wonderful 
Sara.)!  We will miss her 
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professionalism, loving care of 
children, and her very fun sense of 
humor.  We thank her and wish her 
well in her next challenge, working 
for 4C.  We have hired teachers to 
join Baby Bernie’s and they 
(Daniele and Camille) have been 
settling in nicely with the children 
and parents in their room and their 
co-worker, Katie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strollers 

We have been advised by the Fire 
Marshall that we must keep the 
front vestibule and hall as free of 
clutter as possible.  In the past, we 
were able to accommodate a 
stroller or two parked in the front 
vestibule.  However, we are no 
longer able to allow this to happen. 
We do not have excess storage 
areas at the center to 
accommodate this and we 
apologize for that.  If parents are 

doing an occasional exchange of 
car seats, there is room for storage 
of those in the PreK classrooms. 
The two year old Evergreen room 
has room in their office for this.  All 
other strollers, baby carriers, and 
car seats need to be taken from the 
center.  There are two bike racks in 
front of the building for bike or 
stroller storage, if this is helpful. 
Thanks for your cooperation here. 

 

 

 

 

Authorized to call: 

Every family may have authorized 
at least one person to leave the 
center with their child, in case of 
emergency, play date, or special 
circumstances.  If you are wishing 
to add someone to this list, it must 
be an addition in writing, given to 
Amy.  Teachers will not be able to 
release a child without prior written 
permission.  After a person is 
added to your child’s file, a phone 
call or email letting us know that 
someone besides you is coming 
for your child is acceptable.  As 
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always, it is best to have these 
arrangements solidified well in 
advance.  However, life does not 
always allow for this and we 
understand that last minute 
changes happen.  If you would like 
to check your child’s file, please do 
so.  This is also a good time to 
check who you have listed as the 
person to call in case of 
emergency.  And, reminding that 
“Person” that they may receive a 
call from us is a great idea.  

 

 

Our Special Fundraising event for 
September is September 21st. 
We call it “Parent Night Out”. 
We will offer a fun evening with 
a chance to play outside, pizza 
dinner, and a movie with 
popcorn for Bernie’s kids two 
years and older (previous 
Bernie’s kids may also attend). 
Watch for the details and sign 
up forms for both of this event!  

 

 

 

Please remember that: 

1) We have children with severe food 
allergies and no one should bring 
any food into the center.  If your 
child is eating something on the 
way to the center, please finish 
eating in the car, before entering 
the front door.  We also ask you to 
consider not serving your child 
peanut products on the way to 
school.  The oils from peanuts can 
transfer to clothing and are then 
brought into the center.  We have 
children with life threatening 
allergies to nuts and want to make 
our center safe for all. 

2)  Please have your child/ren wash 
hands upon entering a classroom.  This 
is a new initiative suggested by City of 
Madison Accreditation during our most 
recent review.  We are beginning this 
procedure this September and hope you 
will support us in this effort. 

3) All shoes/boots should be removed or 
covered prior to entering Baby Bernie’s. 
Wet shoes/boots should be removed 
before entering the Evergreen Room or 
before walking upstairs to Maple or Oak.  

 

4)  It is every parent’s responsibility to 
sign a child in and out of the program. 
This requires entering the classroom 
every time.  No parent should wait at the 
door for a teacher to do this task.  Please 
use this time to tell us about your child’s 
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morning, inform us of any concerns, and 
ask us any questions you may have.  

 

5)  Parking at the center is for picking up 
or dropping off your child only.  If you 
are attending a field trip, it is best for you 
to find a visitor’s stall in the 
neighborhood rather than taking up one 
of the few parent stalls available.  Please 
only park in a blue stall in front of the 
building.  All other stalls belong to 
neighbors.  

6)  Stop at all stop signs and obey the 
speed limit.  We are guests in this 
neighborhood and have had issues with 
drivers going through stop signs or 
driving too fast.  So, please be the driver 
who follows the rules and keeps 
everyone safe.  If you lived here, that is 
what you would want to have happen. 

 

Quotable Quotes from Bernie’s Kids 

 

Gadea:  “My mom is pretty wise, but 
she’s not an octopus.” 

 

Soren:  “On my next birthday, I’ll 
probably turn four.” 

 

Ana:  “Would you like handcuffs?” 

Amanda:  “Why would I want 
handcuffs?” 

Ana:  “Because they’re shiny.” 

Finn:  “This is Candyland.  Eat as much 
as you like.” 

Rowan:  “That would take way too long.” 

Finn:  “You would have to stop.” 

___________________________________ 

Oliver:  “I smell nice!” 

Vicki:  “Soren, stop being so cute.  I’m 
going to have to tell your mom.” 

Soren:  “My mom likes cute.” 

Leo:  “I’m a ninja from Ninjago (rhymes 
with Chicago).” 

Gyu Hwa:  “My grandma calls me 
‘Wreaking Ball’.” 

___________________________________ 

Vivian C.:  “I can’t close my eyes.  If I do, 
I can’t breathe!” 

 

 

 

Finn:  “No fish sticks for you, Julian. . 
.Pretend you loved fish sticks.” 

 

Ana and Leo (singing):  Ana:  “Why don’t 
you just meet me in the middle.” 

Leo:  “No, it’s meadow.  Why don’t you 
just meet me in the meadow.” 
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Gadea:  “My robot acts like a fanny pack, 
but he isn’t!  He also saves the day.” 

Ruby:  “Would you rather have an owie 
or be dead?” 

 


